This rule was in effect from 5/1/83 to 5/1/99.


WAC 458-20-222  VETERINARIANS. 

Veterinarians are primarily engaged in the business of rendering professional services, although many veterinarians, in addition to such services, also sell medicines and supplies for use in the care of animals.


                 BUSINESS AND OCCUPATION TAX 

Taxable under the retailing classification upon gross sales of medicine and supplies when such articles are sold for a specific charge and not used by the veterinarian in the rendition of services.
Taxable under the service and other business activities classification upon gross income derived from the rendition of professional services and from the boarding and training of animals.


                      RETAIL SALES TAX 

Veterinarians purchase medicines, bandages, splints and other supplies primarily for use by them in rendering professional services.  Sales of such articles to veterinarians are retail sales and the retail sales tax applies thereto.
However, veterinarians are required to collect the retail sales tax when such articles are sold by them for a specific charge and not in connection with the rendition of a professional service.
Sales of semen for use in the artificial insemination of livestock are exempt from sales tax.
(See WAC 458-20-102 on resale certificates, particularly that portion under the heading purchases for dual purpose.) 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 82.32.300.  83-08-026 (Order ET 83-1), '458-20-222, filed 3/30/83; Order ET 70-3, '458-20-222 (Rule 222), filed 5/29/70, effective 7/1/70.]

