This rule was in effect4/16/83-11/4/89.


WAC 458-20-127  MAGAZINES AND PERIODICALS. 




                      RETAIL SALES TAX 

Sales of magazines and periodicals to the reading public by persons operating news stands, book stores, cigar stores, drug stores and the like are sales at retail and are subject to the retail sales tax.  Sales to newsstands or stores which are sales for resale are not subject to the retail sales tax.
When magazines or periodicals are distributed to the final purchaser by a distributor who effects such distribution through organizers or captains, supervising boys, or others selling from house to house or upon the streets, the news company or distributor is the one responsible for the collection and payment of the retail sales tax.
Such news companies or distributors shall collect from the boys or others selling the magazines or periodicals the retail sales tax upon the gross retail selling price of all magazines and periodicals taken by such boys or others.
Registration certificates are not required for organizers or captains or for boys or other persons selling magazines or other periodicals under such circumstances.  Branch certificates will be issued to the news company or magazine distributor for each of the local stations operated by such company.
Where subscriptions or renewals of subscriptions are mailed directly by purchasers to publishers outside the state, such subscriptions constitute transactions in interstate commerce of a type which are not subject to the retail sales tax. Because of circumstances peculiar to the magazine publishing industry, the degree of local activity in respect to interstate sales is either difficult or impossible to determine.  For this reason, out-of-state vendors of magazines are relieved from liability for collecting either retail sales tax or use tax on sales of magazines or periodicals when such publications are published outside the state and delivered in interstate commerce to consumers in this state.
This rule does not apply to the sale of newspapers.  The law expressly exempts the sale of newspapers from the retail sales tax.  (RCW 82.08.0253.) See WAC 458-20-143 for the definition of "newspaper."


                           USE TAX 

Where no retail sales tax is paid upon the purchase of, or subscription to, a magazine or periodical, the use tax is subsequently payable upon the use of the magazine or periodical in this state by the purchaser or subscriber. 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 82.32.300.  83-07-034 (Order ET 83-17), §458-20-127, filed 3/15/83; Order ET 70-3, § 458-20-127 (Rule 127), filed 5/29/70, effective 7/1/70.]

