This rule was in effect 12/03/82 through 4/2/94.
WAC 458-16-190  CHURCHES, PARSONAGES AND CONVENTS. 

All churches and grounds that are owned by religious organizations and exclusively used for church purposes shall be exempt to the following extent:

(1) The area upon which a church and parsonage is or shall be built, not exceeding five acres of land.  The area exempt includes the ground covered by the church, parsonage, and convent, the buildings and improvements required for the maintenance and security of such property and the structures and ground necessary for street access, parking, light and ventilation. (AGO 5-1-1952; PTB No. 217)

(2) If the requirements of subsection (1) are met the exemption will apply to a parsonage or convent and a church built on noncontiguous lots, or to the construction of separate parsonages for a minister and assistant minister (AGO 4-9-1947), and to caretakers quarters when the following conditions are met.

(a) The residential use is necessary for the protection of property.

AND 

(b) The size is reasonable for the purpose.

AND 

(c) The caretaker is required to provide security or provide custodial service indicated in (e)(i) or (e)(ii).

AND 

(d) No rent is paid to the church by the caretaker. Living quarters are provided in lieu of wages or salary. The service provided by the caretaker is considered of equal or greater value than the provision of living quarters. Reimbursement of utilities expense created by the caretaker will not be considered as rent.

AND 

(e)(i) Protection is afforded by the caretakers, not merely by their presence, but their duties will include periodic inspection of the property to ensure it's security.

OR 

(e)(ii) Necessary on a daily basis to open and close the premises at irregular hours, activate or shut down environmental systems, and other maintenance activities necessary for the effective operation and utilization of the facilities.

(3) Land unoccupied or not covered by a church, parsonage or convent, and not occupied for church or related purposes, is exempt up to an area the equivalent of 120 feet by 120 feet, except where additional unoccupied land may be required to conform with state or local codes, zoning, or licensing requirements.

(4) Where property is used for nonchurch purposes, the exemption is lost.  If a portion of the church building or grounds is used for commercial rather than church purposes, that portion must be segregated and taxed whether or not the profit reserved by the church from the commercial use is applied to church purposes.  (Norwegian Lutheran Church v. Wooster, 176 Wash. 581 (1934).)

(5) The rental or lease of any portion of the church building or grounds is subject to the following provisions:

(a) Must be to a nonprofit organization, association, corporation or school.

(b) Must be for an eleemosynary use (see definition below).

(c) Rental must be reasonable and solely for operation and maintenance of property.

(6) Definitions:

(a) "Church purposes" shall be construed to mean the use of real and personal property owned by a nonprofit religious organization for religious worship or related administrative, educational, eleemosynary, and social activities.  This definition is to be broadly construed.

(b) "Eleemosynary" shall be construed to mean charitable; not limited to the distribution of alms, but also includes activities when some social objective is served or general welfare is advanced, and where, but for the activity, government might be required to provide the service.

(c) "Convent" means a house or set of buildings occupied by a community of clergymen or nuns devoted to religious life under a superior.

(d) "Parsonage" means a residence, owned in fee or contract purchase by the church, which is occupied by a clergyman who is designated for a particular congregation and who holds regular services therefor.  Property, title of which will be transferred to an individual upon completion of a tour of duty or other obligations, will not qualify for property tax exemption.

(e) "Clergyman" means the female as well as the male gender.

(f) "Owned" means owned in fee or by contract purchase.

With regard to property covered by this rule, the department of revenue may request additional information, in the area of finances, relative to the lease rental or license to use the properties claimed for exemption.  This shall not be construed as a license to require general information relating to the amount of revenue received as donations, gifts, bequests, or tithes. The department shall have access to financial information, where necessary, to establish nonprofit status, if requested in writing. 

[Statutory Authority:  RCW 84.36.865.  82- 22-060 (Order PT 82-8), §458-16-190, filed 11/2/82; 81-21- 009 (Order PT 81-13), §458-16-190, filed 10/8/81; Order PT 77-2, §458-16-190, filed 5/23/77; Order PT 76-2, §458- 16-190, filed 4/7/76.  Formerly WAC 458-12-195.]

