This rule was in effect 6/30/86 through 4/2/94.
WAC 458-16-150  CESSATION OF USE--TAXES COLLECTIBLE.  

Upon cessation of any use exempted under RCW 84.36.030, 84.36.037, 84.36.040, 84.36.050 and 84.36.060, the taxes that would have been paid had the property not been exempt during the three years preceding, or for the life of the exemption, if such be less than three years, shall be collectible.

If the property has been exempt for more than ten years the rollback will not be implemented.

The property owner, county assessor, or any other public official having information or knowledge of any change in use, including lease or rental of all or a part of such properties, which may constitute cessation of use, shall notify the department of any such changes in use which may be brought to their attention.  The department shall notify the current property owner, and the legal owner previously granted exemption, of the reported change in use and if necessary examine the property to determine if the reported change has taken place.  The property owner shall have 30 days from the time of notification by the department to submit any information which may be relevant to the question of changing use.

The department shall determine, upon the information supplied by the assessor or the public official, the property owner, or from the inspection of the property, whether such a cessation of use as warrants the rollback has occurred.

The county treasurer, upon notification from the department of revenue, shall compute the taxes payable, together with interest, at the same rate and computed in the same manner as that upon delinquent 

property taxes.  The tax shall be distributed by the county treasurer in the same manner as taxes were distributed for those years that taxes would have been paid if the property had not been exempt.  The interest shall be placed in the county current expense fund.  If such a cessation of use involves a portion of the total property, the taxes collectible shall attach to only that portion affected.  The rollback will be implemented only upon transfer of the property or when 51% or more of the property has ceased to qualify for exemption.  The percentage of nonqualifying use will be determined separately for the land and improvements.

If the cessation of use resulted solely from one of the six conditions identified as (3)(a) through (f) in RCW 84.36.810, the provisions of this section shall not apply.

Lease or rental of all or part of such properties may constitute a cessation of use and knowledgeable authorities should report same to the department of revenue.

"Relocation of the activity" means the use of another location or site for the same activity that was carried on at the original site to the extent that it is a new location or site, or it is an existing site whose facilities have expanded to accommodate the relocated activity.

Property exempted for an intended use, but never put to such use will be subject to a rollback for the life of the exemption when sold or put to a disqualifying use, or when it is determined the intended use will not be achieved. 

[Statutory Authority:  RCW 84.36.865.  86-12-034 (Order PT 86-2), §458-16-150, filed 5/30/86; 85-05-025 (Order PT 85-1), §458-16-150, filed 2/15/85.  Statutory Authority:  RCW 84.36.389 and 84.36.865. 83-19-029 (Order PT 83-5), §458-16-150, filed 9/14/83. Statutory Authority:  RCW 84.36.865.  82-22-060 (Order PT 82-8), §458-16-150, filed 11/2/82; 81-05-017 (Order PT 81- 7), §458-16-150, filed 2/11/81; Order PT 77-2, §458-16- 150, filed 5/23/77; Order PT 76-2, §458-16-150, filed 4/7/76.  Formerly WAC 458-12-151.]

