This rule was in effect 12/22/90 through 9/22/95.
WAC 458-14-056  PETITIONS--TIME LIMITS. 

(1) The sole method for appealing an assessor's determination to the board, as to valuation of property, or as to any other types of assessor determinations shall be by means of a properly completed and timely filed taxpayer petition.

(2) A taxpayer's petition for review of the assessed valuation placed upon property by the assessor or for review of any of the types of appeals listed in WAC 458- 14-015 shall be filed in duplicate with the clerk of the board on or before July 1st of the assessment year or within thirty days after the date an assessment or value change notice or other determination notice has been mailed to the taxpayer, whichever date is later (RCW 84.40.038).

(3) If a petition is filed by mail it shall be postmarked no later than the filing deadline.  If the filing deadline falls upon a Saturday, Sunday or holiday, the petition shall be filed on or postmarked no later than the next business day.

(4) A petition is properly completed when the form provided or approved by the department is completed and filed.  The petition must contain sufficient information or statements to apprise the board and the assessor of the reasons for the appeal.  A petition which merely states that the assessor's valuation is too high or that property taxes are excessive, or similar such statements, is not properly completed and shall not be considered by the board.  If, at the time of filing the petition, the taxpayer does not have all the documentary evidence available which he or she intends to present at the hearing, the petition will be deemed to be properly completed for purposes of preserving the taxpayer's right of appeal, if it is otherwise fully and properly completed.  A copy of such completed petition shall be provided to the assessor by the clerk of the board.  Any petition not fully and properly completed shall not be considered by the board (RCW 84.40.038).  See:  WAC 458-14- 066 Requests for valuation information--Duty to exchange information--Time limits, for an explanation of the availability, use and exchange of valuation information prior to the hearing before the board.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the assessor from reviewing the valuation determination made with respect to the taxpayer's property and reaching an agreement with the taxpayer prior to the hearing.  If, after filing the petition, the assessor and taxpayer reach an agreement as to the true and fair value of the property, such agreement shall be submitted to the board for approval, together with necessary valuation information.  Approval shall be granted unless the board has evidence that the agreed value was arbitrary, capricious or intentionally discriminatory in nature, or was a result of fraud or collusion between the assessor and the taxpayer.  The board shall have the authority to request additional valuation information if it believes that the information submitted is not sufficient for it to make a determination.

(6) Whenever the taxpayer has an appeal pending with the board, the state board of tax appeals or with a court of law, and the assessor notifies the taxpayer of a change in property valuation, the taxpayer shall be required to file a timely petition with the board in order to preserve the right to appeal the change in valuation.  For example, if a taxpayer has appealed a decision of the board to the board of tax appeals regarding an assessment for the year 1989, and that appeal is pending when the assessor issues a value change notice for the 1990 assessment year, the taxpayer must still file a timely petition appealing the valuation for the 1990 assessment year in order to preserve his or her right to appeal from that 1990 assessment.

(7) Petition forms shall be available from the clerk of the board and from the assessor's office. 

[Statutory Authority:  RCW 84.08.010, 84.08.070 and 84.48.200.  90-23-097, §458-14- 056, filed 11/21/90, effective 12/22/90.]

