This section has been amended effective 7/28/00 and is no longer in effect.
RCW 82.49.010  Excise tax imposed--Out-of-state registration to avoid tax, liability--Penalties.  (1) An excise tax is imposed for the privilege of using a vessel upon the waters of this state, except vessels exempt under RCW 82.49.020.  The annual amount of the excise tax is one-half of one percent of fair market value, as determined under this chapter, or five dollars, whichever is greater.  Violation of this subsection is a misdemeanor.

(2)(a) A person who is required under chapter 88.02 RCW to register a vessel in this state and who registers the vessel in another state or foreign country and avoids the Washington watercraft taxes, violates this section and is liable for those taxes and a monetary penalty not less than one thousand dollars but not more than ten thousand dollars for each violation.

(b) The penalty provided in this section is due and payable when the person incurring it receives a notice in writing from the state patrol describing the violation and advising the person that the penalty is due.  The state patrol may, upon written application for review, received within fifteen days, remit or mitigate a penalty provided for in this section or discontinue an action to recover the penalty upon such terms it deems proper and may ascertain the facts in a manner and under rules it deems proper.  If the amount of the penalty is not paid to the state patrol within fifteen days after receipt of the notice imposing the penalty, or application for remission or mitigation has not been made within fifteen days after the violator has received notice of the disposition of the application, the attorney general shall bring an action in the name of the state of Washington in the superior court of Thurston county or of any other county in which the violator resides or does business, to recover the penalty, administrative fees, and attorneys' fees.  All penalties recovered under this section shall be paid into the state treasury and credited to the state patrol highway account of the motor vehicle fund for the license fraud task force.

(3) The excise tax upon a vessel registered for the first time in this state shall be imposed for a twelve-month period, including the month in which the vessel is registered, unless the director of licensing extends or diminishes vessel registration periods for the purpose of staggered renewal periods under RCW 88.02.050.  A vessel is registered for the first time in this state when the vessel was not registered in this state for the immediately preceding registration year, or when the vessel was registered in another jurisdiction for the immediately preceding year.  The excise tax on vessels required to be registered in this state on June 30, 1983, shall be paid by June 30, 1983.  [1999 c 277 ' 8; 1993 c 238 ' 6; 1992 c 154 ' 3; 1983 2nd ex.s. c 3 ' 42; 1983 c 7 ' 9.]

NOTES:
Effective date--1992 c 154:  See note following RCW 82.48.020.

Construction--Severability--Effective dates--1983 2nd ex.s. c 3:  See notes following RCW 82.04.255.

Credit for 1983 property taxes paid for vessels--1983 c 7:  "Property taxes paid for a vessel for 1983 shall be allowed as a credit against tax due under section 9 of this act for the same vessel."  [1983 c 7 ' 25.]  "Section 9 of this act" consists of the enactment of RCW 82.49.010.
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