RCW 82.45.210
State assistance for county electronic processing and reporting of taxes -- Grant program.

(1) To the extent that funds are appropriated, the department shall administer a grant program for counties to assist in the development, implementation, and maintenance of an electronic processing and reporting system for real estate excise tax affidavits that is compatible with the automated real estate excise tax system developed by the department, and to assist in complying with the requirements of RCW 82.45.180(1).

     (2) Subject to the limit in subsection (3) of this section, the amount of the grant shall be equal to the amount paid by a county to:

     (a) Purchase computer hardware or software, or to repair or upgrade existing computer hardware or software, used for the electronic processing and reporting of real estate excise tax affidavits and that is compatible with the automated real estate excise tax system developed by the department; and

     (b) Make changes to existing software that are necessary to comply with the requirements of RCW 82.45.180(1).

     (3) No county is eligible for grants under this section totaling more than one hundred thousand dollars.

     (4) No more than three million nine hundred thousand dollars in grants may be awarded under this section.

     (5) The source of funds for this grant program is the real estate excise tax grant account created in RCW 82.45.200.

[2005 c 480 § 4.]

NOTES:
     Intent -- Findings -- 2005 c 480: "(1) It is the legislature's intent to provide funding for the development and implementation of an automated system for the electronic processing of the real estate excise tax. The legislature finds that due to the numerous users of the real estate excise tax information, and the many entities involved in its work flow, county systems must be compatible with the automated system developed by the state department of revenue.

     (2) The legislature finds that under current law an electronic real estate excise tax affidavit that is signed with a digital signature under chapter 19.34 RCW is a legally valid document and, pursuant to RCW 5.46.010, electronic facsimiles, scanned signatures, and digital and other electronic conversions of written signatures satisfy the signature component of the affidavit requirement under this act." [2005 c 480 § 1.]

     Effective date -- 2005 c 480: "This act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect July 1, 2005." [2005 c 480 § 6.]

